Book Club Selections 2021

January

The Brothers Karamazov (1880)
By Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Part I through Part II, Book Five

Dostoevsky's last and greatest novel is both a brilliantly told crime story and a passionate philosophical debate.
The dissolute landowner Fyodor Pavlovich Karamazov is murdered; his sons--the atheist intellectual Ivan, the hotblooded Dmitry, and the saintly novice Alyosha--are all involved at some level. Brilliantly bound up with this
psychological drama is Dostoevsky's intense and disturbing exploration of many deeply felt ideas about the
existence of God, freedom of will, the collective nature of guilt, and the disastrous consequences of rationalism.
February

The Brothers Karamazov (1880)
By Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Part II, Book Six through Part III

March

The Brothers Karamazov (1880)
By Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Part IV

April

Dopeskick (2018)
By Beth Macy

Beginning with a single dealer who lands in a small Virginia town and sets about turning high school football stars
into heroin overdose statistics, Macy sets out to answer a grieving mother's question--why her only son died--and
comes away with a gripping, unputdownable story of greed and need. From the introduction of OxyContin in
1996, Macy investigates the powerful forces that led America's doctors and patients to embrace a medical culture
where overtreatment with painkillers became the norm. In some of the same communities featured in her
book Factory Man, the unemployed use painkillers both to numb the pain of joblessness and pay their bills, while
privileged teens trade pills in cul-de-sacs, and even high school standouts fall prey to prostitution, jail, and death.
May

The Glass Hotel (2020)
By Emily St. John Mandel

Vincent is a bartender at the Hotel Caiette, a five-star lodging on Vancouver Island. On the night she meets
Jonathan Alkaitis, a hooded figure scrawls a message on the lobby's glass wall: Why don’t you swallow broken
glass. High above Manhattan, a greater crime is committed: Alkaitis is running an international Ponzi scheme,
moving imaginary sums of money through clients’ accounts. When the financial empire collapses, it obliterates
countless fortunes and devastates lives. Vincent, who had been posing as Jonathan’s wife, walks away into the
night. Years later, a victim of the fraud is hired to investigate a strange occurrence: a woman has seemingly
vanished from the deck of a container ship between ports of call. Rife with unexpected beauty, The Glass Hotel is a
captivating portrait of greed and guilt, love and delusion, ghosts and unintended consequences, and the

infinite ways we search for meaning in our lives.
June

Radium Girls (2016)
By Kate Moore

As World War I raged across the globe, hundreds of young women toiled away at the radium-dial factories, where
they painted clock faces with a mysterious new substance called radium. Assured by their bosses that the
luminous material was safe, the women themselves shone brightly in the dark, covered from head to toe with the
glowing dust. With such a coveted job, these "shining girls" were considered the luckiest alive -- until they began
to fall mysteriously ill. As the fatal poison of the radium took hold, they found themselves embroiled in one of
America's biggest scandals and a groundbreaking battle for workers' rights.

July

Killers of the Flower Moon (2017)
By David Grann

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. After oil
was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their
children to study in Europe. Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman,
Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. One of her relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And it was just the
beginning, as more and more Osage died under mysterious circumstances. Many of those who dared to
investigate the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case,
and the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the
mystery. White put together an undercover team, including a Native American agent who infiltrated the region,
and together with the Osage began to expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American history.
August

The End of Night (2013)
By Paul Bogard

A starry night is one of nature's most magical wonders. Yet in our artificially lit world, three-quarters of Americans'
eyes never switch to night vision and most of us no longer experience true darkness. In The End of Night, Paul
Bogard restores our awareness of the spectacularly primal, wildly dark night sky and how it has influenced the
human experience across everything from science to art. From Las Vegas' Luxor Beam -- the brightest single spot
on this planet -- to nights so starlit the sky looks like snow, Bogard blends personal narrative, natural history,
science, and history to shed light on the importance of darkness -- what we've lost, what we still have, and what
we might regain -- and the simple ways we can reduce the brightness of our nights tonight.

